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What is the purpose of television?



Reality television is a genre
of television programming
that documents unscripted

stbuations and actual
occurrences, and oftein
features a previously
unknowin cast,

The genre often
highlights personal drama
and conflict to a much

greater extent thawn other
ums«crir}&ed Felevision such
as ciotumen&arj shows.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genre
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Television_program

What are some of your faves?




Some His %orfj 194-05-805

Producer-host Allen Funt's
Candid Camera, in which
unsuspecting people were
confronted with -fu,hnj, unusual
situakions and filmed with o
hidden camera, first aired in
194%, and is often seen as a
prototype of reality TV
programmiing.

s Queen for a Day (194-5-64)

o Ted Mack’s Original Amateur Hour
o Truth or Consequences

s You Asked for It

s Nightwakch



http://e
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Candid_Camera

CRAZY BOWLING
PINS

Candid Camera



Some His %c:rrv 19&£05-7058

The first reality show in the modern
sense: The American Spor&smav\
(1965-%6). A typical episode featured
one or wore celebrities, and sometimes
their family members, being
accompanied by a camera crew on an

outdoor adventure, such as hunting,
fishing, hiking, scuba diving, rock
climbing, wildlife photography,
horsebacle riding, race car driving, with

most of the resulting action and
dialogue being unscripted, except for
the narration,

° 1964 Seven UF:»!

e 1973 Al American F«‘amf,i.j

* 1966 Chelsea Girls, Andy Warhol filmed
various acquaintances with no Airection
given; "to blame for reality television”

¢ The Dating Game
The Gong Show


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_American_Sportsman
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chelsea_Girls
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andy_Warhol

The Gong Show



Some. Hé;s%ory 19% ©0s=90s

Producer George Schlatter capitalized on the advent of
videotape to create Real People, a surprise hit for NBC
which ran from 1979 to 19%4.

COPS: need for new programming during the 19%%
Writers Guild of America strike; introduced the
camcorder look and cinéma vérikée feel of much of Laker
reality television.

MTV’s The Real World enabled by the advent of
computer-based non-linear editing systems for video
(such as produced by Avid Technology) in 19%9.

¢ 19%2-%% Thrill of a Lifetime

¢ 19% 8 OceamquesE Miss America
Shawin Wea&hari-j

¢ 1991 Nuwmber 2% (Dubch)

o 1997 Expedé&iom Robinson (Sweden)

o various tabloid tallke shows



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Real_People
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1988_Writers_Guild_of_America_strike
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camcorder
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cin%C3%A9ma_v%C3%A9rit%C3%A9
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-linear_editing_system

COPS 19%7 pito&



Some. Hi;s&w'rj 200035

Reality television saw an explosion of global
popularity i the late 1990s and early 2000s, with the
successes of the Big Brother and Survivor/Expedition
Robinson franchises.

Internationally, shouws created in the Lake 1990s and
2000s have had massive global success, 9 realiby-
television franchises have had over 30 inkernational
adaptations each: the singing competition franchises
and other competition franchises. Several "realiby
game shows” from the same period have had even
greater success, with over §0 international adaptions
each,

o 2001 Survivor

o 2004 Awerican Idol

¢ Dancing with the Stars

o Who Wantks to Be a Millionaire?
o America’s Funniest Home Videos
o Calke Boss

e Duclk ‘va\o\sﬁv



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Big_Brother_(TV_series)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Survivor_(TV_series)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reality_game_show

Survivor, seasown 1



Current marlkeek

Murray and Ouellette (R009) propose ¥ subgenres of
reality television:

o gamedocs,

o dating programs,

© makeover programs,

oc\m:u,soaps,

e balent cowntests,

e court programs,

o reality sitcoms, and

o celebrity variations of other programs.

Others suqqest that categorization is created bj
either narrative or performation reality,

Narrative reality television is based own
“entertaining the viewers by an authentic or
staged rendition of extraordinary, real, or
ttose-Ea-reo\LLEv events wikth V\aw-promimehﬁ
actors, whereas formats providing a stage for

Which of these legendary game show hosts grew up on

an Indian reservation, as a member of the Sioux tribe? uhtommoh F’QT“fOrMOxMCQS Né&h a dirﬁc& E«MPO\CE

__(ABobEubanks > < B:PatSajak » =k = :
CoomBarkar > <0-ChuckWoolery > own the par&ctupanﬁs Lives fall into the {:&Eagorj

—— : — of Perﬂformaﬁve_ reality TV



N

rikicism & Analysis

The genre's title of "reality” is often criticized as being
inaccurate because of claims that the genre frequently
includes premeditated scripting; acting; urgings from
behind-the-scenes crew to create specified situations of
adversi&v and drama; misleading editing,.

Various shows have been accused of using fakery in

order to create more compelling television, such as

e premeditated storylines

o feeding participants Lines of dialogue,

¢ focusing only on participants’ most oubtlandish
behavior,

o and altering events through editing and re-shoots.

Television shows that have been criticized
for, or admitted to, deception include:

e The Real World

e Survivor

e Hell’s Kitchen

e The Bachelor



rikicism & Amatvsis

N

As a substitute for scripted drama:

VH1 execulive vice president Michael Hirschorn
wrote thot the plots and subject natters on
reaLLEj television are wore authentic and more
engaging than in sarip&ed dramas, writing that
s&rifn&ed nebwork television "remains dominated
bvj vartants on the Fotme praﬁedurat... it which a
stock group of characters (ethnically, sexually,
and generationally diverse) grapples with
endless versions of the same dilemma.

The apisod&s have all the ritual
predictability of Japanese Noh theater,”
while reality TV is "the liveliest genre
on the seb right now. It has engaged
hot-button culbural issues—class, sex,
race—that resPeaﬁabL@. television... rarely
touches,”


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Noh

Crikicism & Analysis

The RBottom Line:

In virtually every Line of the
pradu«:&iov\ budqet, reati&y—based
programming is cheaper than
traditional programming.

Less equipment needed.,

Cheaper equipmem&.

Smaller crew,

Fewer paid performers.
NO (union) WRITERS

The economic role of reality-based
programming is to permit a
network to cost-average down the
price of programming across the
entire primetime schedule.

A network can spend only about
half of what it receives in ad
revenue oh the programming in
which the ads run.




Qeauﬁsj shows are sarip&aa&?



Crikticism & Analysis

The Culbural Effect:
As a spectacle of humiliation

Some have claimed that the success
of reality television is due to iks
ability to provide schadenfreude, by
so&isfjing the desire of viewers to see
others humiliated.

Undeserved t:etebréﬁv

ReQLLEj television can burn iks
participants into national celebrities,
at least for a short period.

Participation of children
'Psv«ckoi.ogi,s& Jamie Huysman, gtis
exploitation [..] Nobody wants to
wabkch normal behavior. Kids have to

be co-conspirators to get the camera

to s&av on."


http://en

| ™E
'l'éem TRAIN WRECK Tv FIVE

N PRES HAMID KARZAI AT THE WHITE HOUSE ON FRL...IT WILL BE THE FIR

Cultural £ffect of Reality TV



Lekb’s F'u,% L

e Work together in
small groups

¢ Create a new reai.&v
Tv show idea

e Pikch ik ko the
“pradwaers”




